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A Notable Autobiography in Letter

Tlll-'. Amencan family in ii= best es.
tute, socially, morally and intel

lectually, had many represeniatives

New Fueland 1o the finst halt of the nine-

teenth eeatury, Many New  Foglanders

now in their sevenues who peeall the
houseliolids they knew in their youth must
b able to remember men and wosnen ol
that Jday who, in charncler, educalion,
weneral kpowladge of the afirs of the
worlil sl fome sl abroad and active in-
tepest therein, would compare favorably
with anvhody they luve knowa simec.

They did noi possess ws many books
then as wie have now, bat the books whiel:
they il lave were nsually good ones, sl
they read them with observable prowiit.
Bestdes, less resnling wis nol meonsestont
with more thought.

The Adamses w1 Quiney, the Huzards of
Pegcedale, Rhode Island and the Choales
of Salem were iflustrative types of sueh
Paatdies a> we liave in mind  Ancther
sl family were the New England Hales,
tn which the late Hev. Edward Everett
Hale belopgeed.  The of a
veume of Lelters, by his sister, Susan
Hale, bas prompled these reflections; unl
the book deserves noties nol only on ae-
count of the mieresting personalify ol
tie suthor but also on seconnt of whal
She bas to el us

APpEATInee

Letters as Literature.

(Hadstone and Disrseli were wot abke
in muny things, but they agreed in their
liking for epistolary literature.  Both
were readers wnd admirers of the letter=
of Madame de Sévigné.

It is relnted of Gladstone that during
lis last strenuously contested election
campaign in Midlothian, as he was being
rapidiy driven from place to 'Iﬂm‘l' in Lis
earringe the Grand Old Man sought re-
Inxation from the eares and excilement of
the election by reading the letters of the
famous Frepehwoman. Ilis great rival
was onee confined to his bed by an acule
attack of gout and his wife was likewiss
so erippled by illness in another part «f
the house that she was unable to get to his
sick room. Thus, although they were un-
der the same roof, they had to eommuni-
eale with one another in writing.  Disrael;
was so el pleased by one of his wile's
missives sent to lum under these otrcmn-
stanees that in his answer he wrols o “Yon
lisve went me the most smnsing sl
eharming letter T ever had. 1t beats Hor-
ace Walpole and Mme. de Sévigne!™—
thus showing his love for that florm of
hiterature.

Susan Hale's Life.

Nathan Hale, the editor of the Bostoo
Daily Advertiser, was the father of the
lurge and able family of which the Rev.
Edwurd Everetl Hale beeume the hright
and particular shining light.  The young-
est child, Susan, was born i Boston in
1R52.  She became a teacher, un art sto-
dent, a lecturer and pablic reader, 2 trav-
eller and, perbaps most importunt of sll,
the head of the summer honsohold of the
Hale family at Matunnek, 1. L. for nany
VLS.

There was little opportunily for much
anteworihy  achievement in these sucees-
sive oeenpations, it may be sail: but the
faet does pol deteact from the value or
Hale's letters, in e
T'heses lot-

interest ol Susan
VICW W i'!ia".: we i.ll?r of them,
fers constilute s anfimate pareative of
the Dite, activitios snd thetgehla of @ elt-
valed Nnerean wormsin of tla |||,'_"in sl and
L ' l- ;'l' ‘,;A
aad 3 nad 1t waill e rlm-ﬂ_\. from saebh
o= That  the future ;
Viperien will deaw their materials Tor a

dumne n mnst Tl R =t R LT

ol

hgstorians

" the social development

true podrayal o
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What s vvenm mwere iminrl'l.‘a!.! to the
praernyl I!.._, vegplier is thal the letters are
. FTYAINE A WY I oas anstruelive Thes
Istir ot bl with pood spoarils i wnpy
goline A willi zentle humor in
v b= sl ol wne written io strong ibo-
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mutic English wiieh never leaves you in
any donbt ax to the anthor's meaning. So
fully do they eover the ineidents of Miss
Susan Hale's life that they make up a
fuirly complete  antobiogmply  withont
the need of any editoria] annotations or
additions cxeept sueli as are formished in
the preface and introduction.

A Useful Introduction.

The antrsduetion, by Edward E. Ilale,
gives the meader an informing and sym.-
pathietie eomprehension of (he altructive
personality which fonnd suel vared ex-
pression in these letters.  To thwse now
living she was best known as the mistress
of the delighiful home at Malunock in
the summer and s an enthusiastie {ryy-
eller in the winter: bt in the soeiety of
Boston in the "Tis she was a brithant
woman of the world in the best sense of
that term, with u spirt of sympatisy that
made young people slways vegued her a-
one of Hhetselyes.

Mr. Hale, in view of her varied eharne-
teristies, aduids that it is bard 1o say
Just what was tiw teal Susan, bl on the
whole he esuelwdes that “the most real
Susan”™ was Susan by herself at Matunnek
i the moderatod antamin, whiel we eall
Indian summer.  “Then she would swim
in the pond m vy carly moming,
fast on the piazzn, write hor letters il
mail time, stroll about the ll with the
current eal, Gerenime, or <ame other, talk
with Louisa Mr. Fraukhn Mr.
George, sil in the soath window or on the
piazza and dam stockings over o sort of
small gourd, read Tae Sox, moke & fre
in the eveming and read 2 wovel, out of
which she hud torn the illustrations, aad
go Lo bad at about 8, humming the mos!
suocessful morning song of the week.”

This, of course, s a picture belimeing
to the seeond Lalf of her life: she died in
1910, at the age of 77, It should be ex-
plained that she was very fond of eats
and, indead, had invented u eat language,
in which to talk with them. Her “morn-
ing songs,” which she nsed to sing to
hierself, were nlse original,

The Amateur Naturalist,

The first letters in the present volume
were written in Boston and Brookline,
1848 (o 1867, Sowe of these, and many
others, were illustrated by pew ool ik or
pencil  sketehes, after the manner of
Thackersy. In a letler describing her
carly schovl duys, at a school of seventy
pupils, where “Jane Bradord's sister”
wus one of the tenchers, Susan altempls
to rl'pnnilh'r' somne of the pictures trom
an admirable old text book, now remem-
bered only by a =cleet few, Apusaz amd
Guuhl':- z:m:'n_:.f:';. She lll.u] an evemng les-
son in zoology every duy, exeepl Monday
and Saturday, and was taught by (he
greal Prof, Gould himself. Evidently this
mstruction did much tovard making her
& faunal yuduralist; for years later, wrat-

iy} 'il!; "

or oy

g to her sisleor about & warm iy mile
walk on an April afternoo, Swesan gives
Laeretin the following list of the amimals
whieh shie saw and heard

“Suw one mud turtle, one purple Bzard,
with yellow spots; 2000 squirrels, 1,100,-
000 birds and one dead snuke.

“Heurd millions of hirr" one plehe,
one bird, very rare, name
20,000,000 {rogs, and O byl

“I forgo! to mention umong ‘Suwa’ one
hepatiea bind, very smiall; smelt one dozen
sk %k cabbages and no oend of wond
thing="

The Great Storm of '67.

I the following January, the
Slorm of 1867 was the subpet of a long
letter to her hrother, Charlos Tale, then
Consuldieneral of Unted States in
Bevpt.  This storm hae ouly becu sur-
|1;I.~-l"-l on Lhe Atlanite const f,_'-. the weynl
blizzard of 1558,

Susan 1ak

unkinown;

tireal

from lu
thu

aaw gl pavrendst

home m Broakline, whion Canudy tHhen
resided, and, aiceordine 1o hier dese ieltom,
it was, indecd, v LA weitme”  She was
snowed in for two or throe daas, with
several papils, 1o whom e gave lissons st
this pl'rim’. and her vivid amd hworons
~tory of e exporiences offorcd o strik-
mg contrast to ehinatic eomlditson. ut

Carroy, where her btter was road

In Egypt.

She followed ot 10 I".__:_\frl Liraell,
aovisil to the Consul tdeneral, m te au
tumn of the same year; und ber letters
from l‘:!’_\'pl and the ”H[_\ Laind slwsnid
in gumnt and fehedous touches, while not
Here 3= her
ll!"llhl'l"‘-— ljl_lu--n at

waibopr au =olind substianes.
dl'ﬂ!rlp!luh of  her
Alvxandeia

“Uharles bas oue tory of a house, two

flights from the street. T vou nnder-
stand® Tt 1+ all bt ronnd n well in the
mirddle, whieh lights the eniry und dining
room. People ring at the door at the lop
of the stairs, st like a streot door, |
hinve only beeu out of it onee, that was to
2o to chureh Sunday, for ladies don’t walk
out in Alexuudria”

Al Assonun, the American missionary
“happens 1o be o Seotehmsn i
Mogg.” ere a Mr. Tedey, deseribed as
“denth on hierogly phies sl eartouches,”
wns of much serviee to the  party.
“Thanks to g™ says Susan, “we all
know Rameses TT like u famadior triend,
ad the sign of e s as readily recog-
niged and =< common bere as S, 00 1860
X.oon e Buins of West Boxbury” Thes
eabalistie =ign should he S0 T, 1860 X,
which was the well known emblem blown
into the pluss bottles of Deske’s Plunla-
tion Batters al the tiree when Susan Hale
wrole.  Being interpreled, it was sup-
posed to siguifly “sure thiug in ten years
from 1860, meaning that the proprietor
woull atlwin opulence beyond the drenms
of avariee by the year 1870,

Philosophy of Friendship.
In a lotter to the same Miss Bursley, on

her relurn from the Nile teip, Susan Hale
=ays that ol they both get toothless and

shuky twenly vears henee they will retire

from the world together amd fight it ont
in the N. W. cortier of Vermon! or some
‘sueh place.  Then follows this charaeter-
islic passage:

“Dear, 1 shall quarrel with one (hing
you said— but ey you'll never stiek Lo it
—that it's better not to ol attached Lo
people in places, and so save disnppoint-
mients and separations. Dan’t you know
you've got to love somehody and if you
shut your heart out from other people
rou'll take to dwing yourself?  Look
at -3 0 melanelioly illwstration of
not earmg for others. No, no, love gl
the people you ean.  The safferings from
love are not (o be compared to the sorrow
of loneliness,”

Susun Hale's fondyess for swimming
has been mentioned in the sketeh of her
life at Mulunuck. On the trip to the Holy
Land rhe had u swim in the Dead Sea, to
which she applies the adjectives “rap-
turens" and “dehicions.” Tt was necessary
to Lake care, however, (o keep the water
oul of your month and eves; the aste was
hke “Rochelle powder, potush, salt, mns-
tard, rotten cgs and anvihing olse vile
that vou exn think of

But the Landseape near the Dend Sea is
lovely, “a kind of pink heather grows in
profusion and willow tafted shirubs and
tall grrasses —and the sea itself, u lowvely
soft blue, plashes en the shore like any
New Eogland Inke, and stretehes off be-
tween lovely headlands, sparkling and rip-
pling in the san, far to the south”  The
Jordan, too, seemed “just like a New Fng-
land strewn brawlog along”™  The parly
camped one night by the Famons Brook
Cherith, where the frogs made o prodig-
tous noise.  Instesd of being w dried np
water cotirse, it was really s habliling
lonmk.

Always the Traveller.

Thirly five yenrs after hec first visit 1o

Fgypt, Susan IHale took the trip up the .

Nile syzain.  The eanels and the palms and
the temples were “right there just the
same,” but Cairo, Luxor and Assouan in
1905 hadl beeome mere replicas of Paris,
The sune cheerful spinit, however, per-
vaules hier lotters. She eontinued to be un
enthusishie and tircless trvellor always,
and possescod the rather rare quality ol
besng contented and happy wherever she
happened to e, Letters from Spain el
From Corsien, From the Island of Jamaiena
and from California, from Washington
and from Chicago, mdicale e length anld

S

breadih ol Lor wanderings.  Life in Chi-
earn, a< lived abont the time of the
Word's Fmir, is pietured with foree and
fidelity 1 Abis nissive te her sister,
Luereltia:

“As these people here sre rolling in
wealtl: on both sides, i1 s o lusarnious,
handsowe house, with rugs, petures, ser-
vards ad b, a turbulent family, slaves to
the elephone, which is going inees=antly—
some of thems are o little deal, so the key
1= ligh on which all
pitehad. Tt's odid, bt though this e a8
as different as possible from the simple
Dr. Dudley home, there's the very same
fiavor of Chicago wnres!, noise, racket,
Liarry, bustle, no repose, no particualar cen-
tre. outsile prople pouring in, the funily
pouring oul, everybady late to weals, the
fathier hurrying on the food, carringe
alwass si the door, some rushing for eary
and missing them, Robert taking snap
photographs, the dog bursting in anel
breaking an expensive pligue,  nobody
grevnbiling ar anything, all very sunny sl
happy, very well bred, polite (o me, our
departure to-ght o mere cireumslane
such is life in Claeaga! 1 can't think the
e "“‘ stamd it wore than 100 yeurs, if
much.  Meanwhile, it's amusing to
wateh.”

Furthermore, it 15 delishitiol to read
aboul in the letiers of o hrght and elever
woman like Susan Flale. The collieelion of
letters in this volune deserves a plaes in
every distiuctively American home library.
LETTERS OF SUSAN HALF. Edited by

Cangouiny, P Arkinson,  Marshall Joues

Company, &L50.
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“The Buccaneer Farmer"
H‘-\uul.n BINDLOSS bas wrilten

another The Bucoarncer

Farmer, m which he quits the Cansdiae

novel,

wheatlands and his Sceottish borders and
mives us u piclure of English farm life,
with o toueh of adventare in the Carib.
hean.  The adventure stufl has for back-
ground, Toreground and wings a Central
American  revolulion. The Buccancer
Former is the best yurn Mr. Bindloss has
ever offered us. This is saving something,
Consuder it said.

Kit Adkew, the hero of the story, and
his Fuiher, Peter Askew, nre ul':l)' i I‘u!lph-
of lowhrow [armwers, even hough Ku's
futher owns his land and want= for noth-
g, Both are the Triends of poorer Lurn-
ers who huve to pay heavy rents. Natu-
rally Kit sl his father are looked upon
as meddlers by he large  Lidowner4
about them,

(sborn, the nohiest lundowner, has o
young dowghler who (he hopes) will some
day marry Alan Thor, o man of her own

elags, Throush o ehanee meeting Kol and
Graee  Oshormn become  aequainted. and
then friends.  Groee Osbhorn likes  the

||I1|||||- and doesu’t like her Father’s deal-
mgs with thems, bul =he places the blame
upon lus agent, one Haves, The sitaaton
becomes sueh that Ki's father advisea
him to gomn Dis unels, Adom Askew, in
Ameriea. Kat becomes a partner in Uhat
unele's business,

Adam A=Lew’s business? A, now it's
funny you should ask about that.  Peeanss
we ean’t tell yvou shout Adam Askew's
sirnnre business, s buziness i yon
will pardon our suying so- none of vour
husiness unlil yon rewd The Ruccaneer
Farmer.

Fventually, Kil gets back to Foelaal,
where he mevts a challenge which ealls for
all the eournge hife has tanght him. The
outesne s Just what it ought to be i &
romantie novel.

THE BIMCANFER FABRBMER. Ev Hagoi o
Bisiai=, Frederick AL Stokes Ugapany.
$1.50.
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witch of a daughter.

OLD-DAD

By ELEANOR HALLOWELL ABBOTT
Autlor of “"Molly Muke Believe,” eli.

A lovable, unbelievable, quite impossible. breath-taking story; its
central figure is a white -haired though still young [ather of an adorable
It brims over with the quaintest humor, sparkling
dialogue, and altogether makes just such amusing 1cading for those fagged
by the long strain of war work as you have lzarned to expect irom

ELEANOR HALLOWELL ABBOTT
$1.30 net al any bookslore or may be ordered direct from

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, New York




